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BACKGROUND

Every young person who comes to Hospital should 
have a HEADSSS assessment. When I started 
working in this paediatric department, I quickly 
noticed that doctors were not completing the 
HEADSSS assessment. 
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HEADSSS up or HEADSSS down?
Completing HEADSSS assessments in children and young people

PROBLEM
Not every young person presenting to the 

paediatric department has a HEADSSS 
assessment. This leads to incomplete 

assessment of their social, emotional and 
risk -taking behaviours and appropriate 
support not being given. This means the 

child suffers.
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